[Prognostic parameters in localized breast cancer].
About 8% of women in Norway will develop breast cancer. 55% of these will have a node negative disease. The current debate concerns whether all women in stage I should be treated with adjuvant therapies. In this article we discuss different prognostic factors with the objective of subdividing node negative breast cancer patients into different prognostic groups. Risk factors include age under 30 years and over 70 years, increasing size of tumour, a high histological grade and negative oestrogen receptor status. We believe that, in future, evaluation of ploidy, proliferation antigens, oncogenes and possibly cathepsin D will be useful in selecting breast cancer patients in stage I for adjuvant therapy.